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General Prosecutor’s Office of the Republic of Moldova, 

Mr. Eduard Harunjen, general prosecutor 

 

National Anticorruption Center of the Republic of Moldova, 

Mr. Viorel Chetraru, director 

 

Supreme Court of Justice of the Republic of Moldova, 

Mr. Mihai Poalelungi, chair 

 

Superior Council of Magistrates of the Republic of Moldova, 

Mr. Victor Micu, chair 

 

Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Republic of Moldova  

Mr.Alexandru Jizdan, minister 

 

Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Moldova, 

Mr. Vladimir Cebotari, minister 

 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and European Integration of the Republic of Moldova, 

Mr. Andrei Galbur, minister 

 

Ombudsperson’s Office of the Republic of Moldova, 

Mr. Mihail Cotorobai, ombudsman 

 

 

DECLARATION 

 
adopted by the participants of the II

nd
 National Forum of the Moldovan Women Lawyers

1
, 

held in Chisinau on 16 December 2016 

 

 

Hereby, the participants of the II
nd

 National Forum of the Moldovan Women Lawyers express their deep concern and 

indignation regarding the recent dangerous actions of inadmissible interference in the legal profession in a democratic 

society that advocates for protection and promotion of human rights and fundamental freedoms. Methods used for 

initiation and conduct of criminal prosecution by the national authorities against our colleagues - defence attorneys 

Veaceslav Țurcan and Maxim Belinschi – generate confusion and raise reasonable suspicions that such actions will 

jeopardize the independence of the legal profession, guarantees and immunities of lawyers, as well as constitutional 

freedoms which should be respected and uphold by national authorities as positive obligations of the state. 

 

We were informed that, lawyers Veaceslav Țurcan and Maxim Belinschi have been representing the interests of persons 

deprived of their inheritance since December 2012. While defending the heirs’ interests, the lawyers identified 

evidences of fraud and document counterfeit from the part of a former police officer aiming to gain the possession over 

real estate. The advocates claimed from the Prosecutor’s Office for verifying all the circumstances and for the 

accountability of those responsible for the falsification of documents. It should be mentioned that the Prosecutor’s 

Office has repeatedly and unreasonably refused to bring to justice those responsible, terminated criminal prosecution 

and repeatedly relieved them from the status of suspect or accused. Everytime unlawful actions of the prosecutors were 

referred to the courts and national courts did satisfy the claims of lawyers Veaceslav Țurcan and Maxim Belinschi. In 

response to the lawyers work suspected of fraudulent schemes, lodged a complaint not only against heirs, but also 

against their lawyers, claiming that the lawyers have provided false information, and requiring criminal prosecution of 

the lawyers themselves. 

 

On 23 December 2015 the Prosecutor’s Office, violating all the provisions of the national laws, as well as of 

international regulations and standards stipulating the guarantees and immunities for defence attorneys and lawyers, 

initiated a criminal case against lawyers Veaceslav Țurcan and Maxim Belinschi pursuant to article 352-prim of the 
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Criminal Code of the Republic of Moldova ‘False Statements in Declarations’ entailing a punishment in the form of a 

fine amounting up to 600 conventional units or imprisonment for up to 1 year, subject to deprivation of the right to hold 

certain posts or to carry on certain activities for up to 5 years. This means that there are solid grounds to assume that the 

aim was to intimidate the lawyers and to deprive the attorneys of the right to carry on their professional activities. 

 

The lawyers responded by lodging complaints to the General Prosecutor’s Office, claiming for cancelling the unlawful 

ordinance on initiation of their criminal prosecution. Nevertheless, lawyer Maxim Belinschi was found suspect on 15 

April 2016 and was found accused on 8 August 2016. Lawyer Veaceslav Țurcan was found suspect within the same 

criminal case on 1 October 2016. 

 

The participants of the II
nd

 National Forum of the Moldovan Women Lawyers consider lawyers Veaceslav Țurcan and 

Maxim Belinschi to be human rights lawyers. For many years their professional activity focuses on the protection and 

promotion of human rights in Moldova, as well as on the development of Moldovan civil society, human rights 

organisations. For instance, Veaceslav Țurcan is the Chair and Maxim Belinschi is the Vice Chair of the human rights 

NGO - Human Rights Embassy. Both lawyers worked on the promotion of international standards and on the 

strengthening of the guarantees and immunities for human rights lawyers in the Human Rights House Networks’ 

Programme ‘International Law in Advocacy’ member-states. Veaceslav Țurcan and Maxim Belinschi actively 

participated in the joint work on the ‘Human Rights Lawyers at Risk...’ Report, in which the facts and analysis of the 

risks faced by defence attorneys and lawyers in their professional activities in Azerbaijan, Belarus, Moldova, Russia and 

Ukraine have been considered. 

 

Veaceslav Țurcan within more than 50 prominent lawyers, legal professionals, and human rights defenders from 

Europe, Caucasus, Central Asia, and the Balkans, took part in consultations with UN Special Rapporteur on the 

Independence of Judges and Lawyers - Monica Pinto. The consultations were organised by the Human Rights House 

Foundation (HRHF) in Belgrade, Serbia, in June 2016. Lawyers Veaceslav Țurcan and Maxim Belinschi prepared for 

Belgrade consultations and forwarded to the Special Rapporteur the written information not only on their own case but 

also on the case of a judge of Chisinau Chamber of Appeal – Domnica Manole, the fact that proves ones again the 

principle of collegiality and pursuance of common standards for the legal framework / environment and rule of law in 

Moldova. The recommendations formulated during the consultation may be read in English or in Russian. 

 

Finally, the Forum participants would like to draw attention of the Moldovan authorities to the fact that on 21 October 

2016 to the 71
st
 session of the UN General Assembly was presented a Report of the UN Special Rapporteur on the 

Independence of Judges and Lawyers, dedicated this time to the issue of the independence of lawyers and legal 

profession (http://humanrightshouse.org/Articles/21963.html). The report uses the insights developed during the 

Belgrade consultations, which Moldovan lawyers Veaceslav Țurcan and Maxim Belinschi also contributed to. It also 

gives clear recommendations on the actions States and bar associations should take to ensure the independence of 

lawyers and to ensure free and independent exercise of the profession. And the international community must ensure the 

implementation of such recommendations. The Special Rapporteur’s report may be read in English or in Russian. 

 

The irony of it is that human rights lawyers Veaceslav Țurcan and Maxim Belinschi who actively promote the 

international standards, have turned out themselves to be a target in prosecution for their professional activities and 

have faced the corruptness of the system in a rather simple case while representing the interests of disinherited persons. 

 

We, the participants of the II
nd

 National Forum of the Moldovan Women Lawyers, are confident that the prosecution of 

human rights lawyers Veaceslav Țurcan and Maxim Belinschi violates the guarantees and immunities of lawyers as 

stipulated by: 

 

 Special provision of the Constitution of the Republic of Moldova
2
, dated 29 July 1994, paragraph (4) of article 26: 

‘Interference in activities of persons exercising the protection within the limits prescribed shall be punished by 

law’. 

 Article 51 of Law on the Legal Profession 
3
 no.1260 dated 19 July 2002: ‘When carrying on their activities, a 

lawyer shall be independent and shall abide only by law, legal profession charter and lawyer’s Code of Ethics. A 

lawyer shall be free in choice of their position and shall not be bound to coordinate it with anyone, except for their 

client’. 

 Paragraph (1) of article 52 of Law on the Legal Profession no.1260 dated 19 July 2002: ‘Interference in lawyer’s 

professional activities shall be prohibited. The state shall ensure the abidance by and protection of freedom in 

conduct of lawyer’s activities without any discrimination or unjustifiable interference from the part of state 

authorities or society’. 

 Paragraph (4) of article 52 of Law on the Legal Profession no.1260 dated 19 July 2002: ‘Should a lawyer be 

retained or brought to criminal liability, the body initiating such measures must inform the Ministry of Justice and 

the Council of the Bar Association within six hours straight after retention or bringing to criminal liability’. 

 Paragraph (6) of article 52 of Law on the Legal Profession no.1260 dated 19 July 2002: ‘A lawyer may not be 

interrogated about essence of their relations with a person whom they render or rendered legal assistance before’. 

                                                           
2 Constitution of the Republic of Moldova, dated 29 July 1994 (published on 12 August 1994 in Official Monitor no.1; effective since 27 August 
1994) 
3 Law on the Legal Profession no.1260 dated 19 July 2002 (published on 04 September 2010 in Official Monitor no.159) 

http://humanrightshouse.org/Articles/21175.html
http://humanrightshouse.org/Articles/21680.html
http://humanrightshouse.org/noop/file.php?id=21964
http://humanrightshouse.org/noop/file.php?id=21965
http://humanrightshouse.org/Articles/21963.html
http://daccess-ods.un.org/access.nsf/Get?Open&DS=A/71/348&Lang=E
http://daccess-ods.un.org/access.nsf/Get?Open&DS=A/71/348&Lang=R
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 Article 16 of the Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers
4
: ‘Governments shall ensure that lawyers (a) are able to 

perform all of their professional functions without intimidation, hindrance, harassment or improper interference; 

(b) are able to travel and to consult with their clients freely both within their own country and abroad; and (c) 

shall not suffer, or be threatened with, prosecution or administrative, economic or other sanctions for any action 

taken in accordance with recognized professional duties, standards and ethics’. 

 Article 17 of the Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers: ‘Where the security of lawyers is threatened as a result 

of discharging their functions, they shall be adequately safeguarded by the authorities’. 

 Article 18 of the Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers: ‘Lawyers shall not be identified with their clients or their 

clients' causes as a result of discharging their functions’. 

 Article 19 of the Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers: ‘No court or administrative authority before whom the 

right to counsel is recognized shall refuse to recognize the right of a lawyer to appear before it for his or her client 

unless that lawyer has been disqualified in accordance with national law and practice and in conformity with these 

principles’. 

 Article 20 of the Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers: ‘Lawyers shall enjoy civil and penal immunity for 

relevant statements made in good faith in written or oral pleadings or in their professional appearances before a 

court, tribunal or other legal or administrative authority’. 

 

Prosecution of lawyers Veaceslav Țurcan and Maxim Belinschi shows the legal environment in the country and proves 

the existence of impunity for intimidation of lawyers, which consequently threatens rendering the legal assistance to 

their clients. The work of human rights lawyers is no longer affective and safe under conditions of ever-growing threats, 

and this is particularly worrying as it threatens the well being of the society as a whole, and the functioning of State 

under the rule of law. 

 

The participants of the II
nd

 National Forum of the Moldovan Women Lawyers appeal to the Moldovan authorities, 

claiming for assistance in: 

 

a) immediate cessation of unlawful criminal prosecution of lawyers Veaceslav Țurcan and Maxim Belinschi, as well as 

of other colleagues who are prosecuted and intimidated with criminal cases; 

b) bringing officials responsible for unlawful criminal prosecution of the lawyers to liability; 

c) compliance with the recommendations of the latest report of the UN Special Rapporteur on the Independence of 

Judges and Lawyers, presented to the UN General Assembly on 21 October 2016, and namely: 

 

 States should not identify lawyers with their clients or their clients’ causes; they should be proactive in taking 

measures aimed at preventing the occurrence of such identification. 

 States should safeguard lawyers’ enjoyment of civil and penal immunity for relevant statements made in good faith 

in written or oral pleadings or in their professional appearances before a court, tribunal, or other legal or 

administrative authority. 

 States must stop impunity for violations of the principle of lawyer–client relations and other guaranties. 

 State authorities should inform professional associations of lawyers at the earliest appropriate time about all cases 

in which lawyers have been targeted with criminal charges or arrest. 

 States must implement the latest standards developed by European and international judicial and quasi-judicial 

bodies and ensure that non-advocates enjoy guaranties and immunities as legal representatives while they provide 

legal assistance to victims of human rights violations before international bodies5. 

 States should ensure a high level of investigation in cases in which criminal charges are bought against lawyers. 

 Judges, prosecutors and enforcement bodies need to be taught about guaranties and immunities for lawyers 

established by international and national law. 

 

Participants of the II
nd

 National Forum of the Moldovan Women Lawyers 

 

For more information: 

Moldovan Women Lawyers Association 

E-mail: asociatiafam@gmail.com 

Group: https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=asociatia%20femeilor%20avocate%20din%20moldova 

                                                           
4 Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers (Adopted by the Eighth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of 

Offenders, Havana, Cuba, 27 August to 7 September 1990) 
5 These standards have already been considered in the Moldovan national law. Now it remains only to implement them in the law-enforcement 

practice. 
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